










PAGE SIX IOWA CONSERVATIONIST 

Wildlife Babies Don't 
Need Mothering By Us 

l' 

(Photo by S. W. Locke> 
Wildlife babies often get tnto trouble. 

Babes In Woods 
Not So Helpless 
As They Seem 

"Lost in the \v oods' , or "I found 
it'', is the explanation of well­
meaning people \Vho "rescue'' 
helpless and seemingly abandoned 
wildlife babies. Conservation of­
ficers arc often asked by such in­
dividuals for permission to keep 
the young animals for pets, or 
arc asked to take them and take 
care of them. 

The mother of the ''lost" crea­
ture is cqmpped to care for the 
young. The conservation officer 
is not. The statutes specifically 
proh1b1t removal or possession of 
protected birds and ammals from 
the wild during definite closed 
seasons. Almost always \vhen 
young animals are found, the 
mother is, figuratively speaking, 
nearby wringing her hands, un­
able to protect her young from 
her greatest fear-man. 

Depending on protective color­
ation, \\'Oodland mothers often 
hide their young in clumps of 
grass or bushes while they feed 
nearby or while they are leading 
potential encnuu; away from the 
hiding place Woodland children, 
like human children, tired of in­
activity or out of mischievious­
ness, wander away, and while 
temporarily separated from their 
parents, get into trouble. If left 
alone, the mother and youngster 

will soon get together agam. 
By "rescuing" these young ani­

mals and taking them home "to 
keep them from starving," people 
are not doing an act of kmdness, 
but are almost always partict­
pan ts in a \'l:ildlife tragedy. Young 
animals, more often than not 
when taken from the wild, do not 
have proper feed and care, and 
consequently die. 

It 1s true that sometimes mother 
animals with young are killed by 
accident. In such cases, human 
care for the young is justifiable 
and humane. HowC'vcr, they 
should be cated fot in a proper 
and legal manner. In such cases, 
the individual finding the or­
phaned ammals should contact 
the local conservation of!icer, 
who in turn will pick them up 
and send them to the Game Farm 
at Boone, where they will have 
expert care and where their 
chances of survival arc greatly 
increased. In addition to the 
Game Farm "hospital" at Boone, 
there is a migratory waterfowl 
''hospital" at Lake VIew, where 
crippled ducks and geese arc sent 
to recuperate. 

It is a great temptation to pick 
up young birds and animals, but 
it is no kindness to them Wood­
land babies apparcn Uy lost should 
be left alone. 

The wild mallard duck breeds 
freely in captivity, but It domes­
ticates rapidly and loses those 
qualities desired in wild game 
birds. 

Old Mr. Crow 
Is Always With 
Us In Iowa 

By TAYLOR W HUSTON 
Supt. of GamP 

The crow is one bird that i:. 
known to ever)- Iowan. You may 
not kno,\ a "Spmus tristis t1 istis" 
from a 'Colmus virginianu;; vir­
gimanus". but you ""!ll know the 
crow by its coal black dress or by 
its familiar cawmg notes. It is 
probably the most cusseu and dis­
cussed b1rd m Iowa In its food 
hab1ts 1t iS ommvorous In fact, 
1t seems to with equal relish 
anything from carrion and corn 
to young chickens, song birds, 
game birds, and then eggs. 

Many differences of opinion 
ha\·e been expressed , egat ding 
the value of the crow. As long 
as it is the tendency of the c.rO\\ 

to eat insects such as grasshop­
pers. caterpillars, Wireworms, 
\>,:eed seeds, and carrion, they are 
a definite asset to the farmer. 
But when their food hab1ts in­
clude the farmer's corn, poultry, 
song birds, and game birds and 
their eggs, then it iS a d1ffercnt 
story, and the problem is, what to 
do about it. 

Many methods of control have 
been undertaken, rangmg a1l the 
way from use of scarecrows to 
dynamite, shotguns, poisomng, 
trapping, and the use of deter­
rents. But so far this shrewd bird 
has been able to outwit man's 
best efforts directed towards its 
destructwn: and, as Dr. Thomas 
S Roberts tells us m The Birds 
of Mmnesota, "Instead of dimin­
ishmg in numbers, it has thriven 
and multiplied as man has thriven 
and multiplied, and m the same 
places. Crafty and wise, it has 
been able to take care of Itself 
and to profit greatly by the in­
creased food supply and freedom 
from its natural enemies that have 
resulted from man's activities." 

As a means of control, the Iowa 
law, Chapter 275, Code of 1939, 
says that boards of supervisors 
may authorize the payment oi 
bounties on crows. In such in­
stances the bounty is ten cents. 
But before the bounty can be 
collected, the claimant must file 
with the county auditor a veri­
fied claim showing that each crow 
was caught and killed withm the 
county within 30 days prior to 
the filing of the claim, and the 
claimant shall exhibit before the 
county auditor the head and feet 
of each crow. 

Not all Iowa boards of super­
visors have authorized such 
bounty payments, but many coun­
ties have paid out hundreds of 
dollars in bounties on crows, and 
in some instances, persons have 
been prosecuted for filing false 
clatms, i. e., for claimmg bountws 
on crows that were killed m some 
other county or state. This method 
of seeking to control crow popu-

lations has never been sufficient 
to do the job. However, it does 
compensate the crow shooter for 
the ammunition he uses, if he is 
a good shot. 

The sport of crow shooting has 
become rather widespread in 
Iowa during the past few years. 
Many sportsmen, by the use of 
crow calls and or crow decoys of 
\'arious kinds, provide themselves 
with much ''off season" sport in 
this way. A mounted or live 
specimen of a great horned owl 
placed in a conspicuous place 
along a crow fly way makes a 
very successful decoy and brings 
th<• crows within gun shot of the 
concealed hunter. 

ln winter, crow roosts cause 
many complaints. Such crow 
roosts can usually be broken up 
by firing into the roosting with 
shotguns. If this is done for a 
few mghts, crows are not apt to 
re-estabhsh themselves at that 
point again during the wmter. 
Some state departments ha\'e em­
ployed the use of dynamite m 
destroying crows and breaking up 
crow roosts. However. this has 
ne\'cr been done in Iowa. nor i:> 
it advocated by the State Con­
sen·ation Commission. 

Also. some state departments 
sponsor cro"" control con tests 
The most recent that has come to 
our attention is the control con­
test being sponsored by the North 
Dakota State Game and Fish De­
partment This contest is being 
held from April 1 to June 25, and 
all scores must be sent. in by 
June 30. Under the rules of this 
con test five points are to be 
awarded for each crow leg and 
five points for each crow egg 
Trophies are to be awarded to 
the three top county organiza­
tions, and three similar prizes \vill 
be awarded to the three highest 
individual clubs; in addition. 
three prizes will also be awarded 
to individual shooters having the 
highest scores. 

At this season considerable in­
road can be made on potential 
crow populations by the destruc­
tiOn of nests and eggs, as well as 
the young crows. Crow nests are 
easily recognized, even by the 
most inexpcnenced. The nests 
are usually bulky in their appear­
ance, bemg built of large sticks 
and lined with strips of bark, 
grass, etc. Nests are usually lo­
cated in trees 15 to 40 feet from 
the ground. The clutch numbers 
f1 om four to seven eggs. they 
bemg greemsh or bluish ·white 
spotted and blotched •nth brown, 
varying greatly both in ground 
color and density of marking. 

The period of incubation for 
crow eggs is about 18 days, and 
by watching a nest closely, it is 
possible to determine whether or 
not il is a nest that is being 
used, and if so, the eggs should 
be removed and broken or the 
young killed and the nest de­
stroyed. 

I n summarizing and in weigh­
(Continued to Page 7, Column 2) 
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.. FliCK SAYs·· 

By FLOYD H. DAVIS 

Have you ever heard your part­
•r in a duck blind exclaun as a 
1ir of teal came down the slough 

and passed be­
fore he could 
get his gun to 
h 1 s shoulder, 
"Boy, those 
birds were 
gomg 80 miles 
an hour"? Or 
have you 

' watched a duck 
pass when blue­
bills (scaups) 
or black-jacks 
(nng - necks) -" Flick" were crossing 

·ith a tall wind and observed 
liss after miss and heard speed 
.;timates anywhere from 60 to 

'<.. 
I.. 

2.0 miles per hour? Sure you Crows 
ave. We all have. 

IOWA CONSERVATIONIST 

As I'm settin' here a-dreamin'­
A-dreamin' every day 

Of the sunshme that's a-gleamin' 
On the rivers far away, 

I kmder fall to wishm' 
I was where the waters swish, 

Fer 1f the Lord made fishin', 
A feller orter fish. 

While I'm study in' or a writin' 
In the dusty, noisy town, 

I kin feel the fish a-bitin'­
See the cork a-goin' down; 

And I nod, an' fall to w1shin' 
I was where the waters sw1sh; 

F er if the Lord made fish in', 
A feller orter fish. 

-Unknown. 

<Contmued from Page Six) Flight discussions overheard 
11s sprmg while on duck and 
oose patrol prompts me to pass ing the evidence for and agamst 
n some information published by the crow, it must be said that it 
1E u. s Department of Intenor, is a bird capable of doing both 

Nation At War 
Needs Relaxation 
Of Park Areas 

Ish and Wildlife Service, titled harm and good, but like all By v. w. FLICKINGER 
Flight Speeds of Birds." other forms of wildlife, the popu- Chef D•vlslon of Lands and Waters 

It is impossible to make a hard lation must be kept at a proper Iowa's state recreation areas are 
nd fast rule covering flight balance with other species. well prepared to meet the vaca-
peeds of birds because there is twn p1 oblems of a natlon at war 
ften a difference m the top I by pt ov1ding recreation faciliLes 
peeds of various birds of the Friend: What's the trouble? at all seasons of the year near 
lme species because of different Fisherman: My wife says if I I home. . . 
ges. states of plumage, and phy- don't give up fishing she will More than ever m our h1story 
ical conditiOn, all of which affect leave me. as a nation, lt is essential that we 
heir flight. Variations in speed . . keep our health and mental bal-
re also caused by wind forces Fnen~: You have a mighty ance. Sound bodies and alert 
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I production and the future secunty 
of our country. Industnal work­
ers need tuning up penod1cally 
exactly the same as the machmes 
they operate. 

Constant hours at work without 
let-up cause fatigue, wh1ch les­
sens efficiency and reduc~s pro­
ductivity. We must profit by the 
experience of the warring natwns 
who "learned ea1ly m the con­
flict that too long hours at high 
pressure result in decreased pro­
duction". Actual records from 
England and Canada have proved 
beyond any doubt that relaxation 
is vital if production is to con­
tmue at a high rate. The Axis 
natiOns recognize that vacatiOns 
are essential dunng war. Even 
H1tler recognizes the need for re­
laxation. 

Records kept by the Umted 
States Travel Bureau show the 
Importance Germany places upon 
the recreational program of the 
Reich. These reports show that 
Germany has constantly encour­
aged recreation, even to the ex­
tent of opening new tourist areas 
during the summer and fall of 
1941. "Paid vacatiOns for from 
three weeks to a month are en­
couraged by the Berlin govern­
ment." 

The availability of rubber will 
have a material effect upon travel 
during the months to come. How­
ever, by budgeting mileage and 
using recreational facilities near­
er home, many pleasant hours of 
leisure may be cnJO:yed by all 
members of the family during the 
trying months to come. 

What better time than now to 
adopt, not as a patriotic duty but 
as a pleasant necessity, the pol­
icy of "seeing Iowa first"? 

Perhaps your fortune has been 
good and in the past you have 
enjoyed vacations in our neigh­
boring states or you have taken 

CCont1nued to Page 8, Column 1) nd atmospheric conditions. Top good wife. minds are essential to defense 
peeds of various birds are re- Fisherman: Yes, I amsuregoing ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
orded below. to miss her. 

anada Goose 
now Goose 
lallard 
1ntail 
edhead 

Spec1es 
•••• 0 •••••••• 

0 • 0 •• 0 0 • • ••• 0 • 0 ••••••••• 

• • • • •••••• 0 ••••••• 0 •• 

••••••• 0 ••••••••• 0 •• 

.1nvas-back ..................• •••... 
olden-eye •••• 0 ••• 

olden Eagle . . . . . .............. . 
1uck Hawk ....... . •• 0 • 0 • • 0 ••• 

lob-white . • . . . 
•IT' Golden Plover . . . ..... 
'uby-Throated Humming Bird ........ ••. 

Miles Per Hour 
60 
50 
60 
65 
42 
72 
50 

120 
175 t 
48 
70 

45-55 

Timing Service 
A~rplane 
Airplane ~ 

Airplane • 
Airplane 

Train 
Airplane 

Train 
Watch 

Airplane 
Stop Watch 
Automobile 
Automobile 

• Chased by Plane 
----~~~~~--~~~~~~~.-~~~~~--~~--

The above fligh L speeds indi­
·ate that most people credit birds 
Nith flying faster than they do. 
1\t the same time, most people 
)elieve that birds are slower on 
he ground than they really are. 

Although flight speeds have often 
been recorded, few records of 
unning speeds are available. 

Recently two biologists of the 
Fish and Wildlife Service clocked 
a number of runnmg speeds and 
rC'corded some surprisingly fast 
times. One ring-neck pheasant 
was clocked at 21 miles per hour, 
which is a shade faster than a 

sprinter doing the hundred yard 
dash in 10 seconds flat. A chukar 
partridge ran 50 yards at 18 mllcs 
per hour; Hunganan partndge, 
nine. The slow-poke of the birds 
clocked was the sage grouse that 
ambled along at a two mile an 
hour shuffle 

These running speeds are not 
necessarily the best or even av­
erage speeds, but they do present 
interesting facts. This timing 
was done by the biOlogists when 
they happened to be driving their 
car in the same direction in which 
the buds were running. 

Iowa park rules are 

designed to afford 

max1mum pleasure for 

all By cooperating 

you do your bit to 

make the vis1t of oth-

ers a bit more enjoy-

able. 

'ltlllll \\1-: 1;"-tr.thllll II' \\nH 
llll :o.IIJ'CI\\'ISJI)'4o(ll'~l;tll• mm: 

• TIT lllTPlT.:;: t•·~ ~ - • 

(>bS!!ntt~ l'lwse Rtttes 

Wt~ W~?lCOlllHYbu 
.,\ ';I ft • 

., " k\ \ft:l U"l 1 ~ U. 
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Parks 
(Col t.nued from Page Seven) 

long motor trips and gone long 
distances for recreation. Did you 
dnve until you were exhausted, 
stop a lew mmutes, and hurry to 
the next place? Why not plan a 
more leisurely pace to a state 
at ca, where there IS t1me to rest 
aftet you get there, and to which 
you do not have to spend long 
hours driving'? HO\\' o1ten m the 
last few months have you heard 
some fnend describe some out­
standmg beauty spot 01 mterest­
mg location in this state and said 
to ) ourself, "I didn't 1 eahze such 
thmgs ex1sted in Iowa'''? 

The stale of Iowa 1s among Lhe 
leaders m planning and devel­
opment oi recreatiOnal tac1llties. 
'lh1s program of parKs and re­
serves has been under way smce 
1 !.120 and under m tensi\·e devel­
OIJment durmg the past 10 years. 
1 he 1ac1hties provlOed are in 
many instances somev.;hat ahead 
of the actual needs previously re­
quired, but the foresight of the 
planners and designers is no\v 
l" Ident. 

Certain definite policies have 
governed the development of our 
park and recreational systems. 
All man-made developments have 
been kept to a minrmum consist­
ent with maximum usage. All 
facilities not essential to publlc 
convenience and enjoyment have 
been ellmmated. An attempt has 
been made to intrude as little as 
possible on nature, and where 
construction scars have been 
necessary in the development, na­
ture has been assisted m healing 
thE'm as quickly as possible. All 
areas are designed to bring out 
their natural beauty rather than 
to mtrude upon that beauty. 

This type of development 
makes relaxation m a settmg of 
calm and peace, far from the 
hustle and bustle of ordinary 
tasks, possible. 

From the f1rst breath of spring 
until the last leaf has fallen and 
tlw geese are honking their way 
south, there is a theater of nature 
playing every mmute of the day 
and night. With the last vestige 
of snow and the flrst warm days, 
hepa tlcas, trilliums, bloodroot, 
violets, and many others of na­
ture's leafy actors peep shyly 
from the scenery. Buds burst 
forth almost overnight; leaves 
unfold. Truly a magnificent, 
age-old d1 ama. The song of blue­
birds in the distance, a delicate 
fern climbing through the leaf 
mold, \•.:arm, lacy clouds dnfting 
by, the chatter of a squirrel, fish 
leaping in a nearby stream-true 
stgns of spring. Here relaxation 
and diversion in its truest sense 
may be enjoyed. 

The season advances. School 
picnic time is here, and the chil­
dren have their day. Arriving 
early, healthy, eager, and full of 
curiosity, they scramble over 
rocks, wade streams, and gorge 
themselves with picnic fare, re-

IOWA CONSERVATIONIST 

Picnic Areas Dot Iowa Parks 
·_ '-• ~~~ r 

' 

Ottawa, Canada-Farm wood­
Jots are making an important 
contribution to the war ,..ffot t, re­
ports the Dominion Forest Suvict> 
of the Department of l\_mes an':! 
Resources. About one-thn·d oJ 
a ll the wood cut in Canada is 
tak< n from farm woodlots, and 
because the most economical 
wood comes from this sout·ce, 
many pulp and paper concerns 
and lumber companies are fos­
tering even greater production 
from woodlots. The increased 
demand for forest products fo1 
war purposE'S IS also gi\·ing new 
Impetus to the establishment of 

Iowa parks are equ1pped w1lh many shelter houses such as this for the pleasure of VISitors. managed farm woodlots. 
A well-managed woodlot con­

turning at the end of the day 
weary in body, but refreshed in 
mind and spirit. 

Summer with its heat has 
come. Many arc the shady nooks 
and quiet glens where one may 
visit with friend and ne1ghbor 
and enjoy banquet lunches of 
golden-c1 isp fr ied ch tcken. Those 
laden tables make eve1 y indi­
vidual forget himself and flll to 
overflowing. 

Come cool fall days and wood­
land breakfasts, wood fires, and 
aromatic smoke, together with 
the bacon-coffee smell No mat­
ter if the coffeE' Is strong and 
there are ashes in the bacon. 

Evenmg steak fnes and dying 
embPrs, the melody of nature at 
dusk. Your httle world is at 
peace. You arc relaxed, and your 
cares have melted with the rising 
moon. 

Around th<' calendar Iowa's 
recreation areas are waiting for 
your visit, whether it be a leis 
urely ramble along the many 
trails, a picnic, a fishing, boatmg, 
or bathing par ty, or JUSt plain 
v1sitmg with Neighbor J oe. 

"A nation at wa1 must see to it 
that Its people all of its people­
get good food, healthful recrea­
tion, diversion, and rclaxatwn to 
promote health and morale." 

Your state 1 ecreation areas \Vill 
contribute to the rccrca twn of the 
peoplE' who live in Iowa, \\'here 
''Of all that IS good, Iowa affords 
the best." 

Outdoor Indiana says the 
height of a fisherman has noth­
ing to do with the selection of a 
rod. S1x foot rods are usually 
recommended for ligh t weight 
lures and for accuracy, and five 
and five and a half foot rods most 
efficient for all a round u se. 

I CE i\IINNOW CAN 
To carry mmnows long dis­

tances on a hot day in a minnow 
bucket, a small piecE' of icc placed 
on the lid of the bucket where 
the drip will run in to the can w ill 
help keep minnows alive and ac­
tive. 

sisting of hardv.:oods can produ cC' 
a cord of fuel wood per acre per 
annum in perpetuity. From h is 
woodlot the farmer can raise most, 
if not all, of the fuel he requires, 
thereby reducing his cash outlay 
and at the same time providing 
himself with employment at a 
lime when there 1s little other 
ac tivity on the farm. 

Iowa Pike Season Opens May 15 

• • 

A good cat ch of wall-eyed p1ke from one of Iowa s .nlard lakes. 

May 15 adds northern, wall-eyed, and sauger poke, yellow percll, yellow bass, and silver 
bass to the list of fishes already open in Iowa. The nest ng spPr.•es of game fish on whoch 
the season does not open untol June 15 ,nclude large and small-Mouth bass, warmouth bas~, 
rock bass, sunfish, bluegills, c.nd crapp1es. 

The m.nnow and frog season opened May 12, and they may now be used as ba1t Four 
dozen frogs is the daily catch l imit, with eight dozen the possess•on limit, ba.t dealer~ ex­

cepted 
The catfish season in the inland streams c'oses May 30 at 12:00 mid11ight and reopens in 

all inland waters at 12:01 Juty 1. 
A copy of the Iowa fishing laws may be secured anywhere fishong I censes are sold and, ir 

addition, from the various county recorders and from the State Conservation Commoss on in 

Des Moines. 
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